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(2) If the authorization is to be used 
for the purpose of fulfilling the require-
ments of a contract with an agency of 
the United States Government, a nar-
rative statement describing the 
project, the name of the contracting 
agency, and the contract number. 

(3) If the authorization is to be used 
for the sole purpose of developing 
equipment for exportation to be em-
ployed by stations under the jurisdic-
tion of a foreign government, a nar-
rative statement describing the 
project, any associated contract num-
ber, and the name of the foreign gov-
ernment concerned. 

(4) If the authorization is to be used 
with a satellite system, a narrative 
statement containing the information 
required in § 5.64. 

(d) For program experimental radio 
licenses, each application must in-
clude: 

(1) A narrative statement describing 
how the applicant meets the eligibility 
criteria set forth in subpart E of this 
part. 

(2) If the authorization is to be used 
for the purpose of fulfilling the require-
ments of a contract with an agency of 
the United States Government, a nar-
rative statement describing the 
project, the name of the contracting 
agency, and the contract number. 

(3) If the authorization is to be used 
for the sole purpose of developing 
equipment for exportation to be em-
ployed by stations under the jurisdic-
tion of a foreign government, a nar-
rative statement describing the 
project, any associated contract num-
ber, and the name of the foreign gov-
ernment concerned. 

(e) For medical testing and compli-
ance testing experimental radio li-
censes, each application must include a 
narrative statement describing how the 
applicant meets the eligibility criteria 
set forth in §§ 5.402(a) and 5.502 respec-
tively. 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 78 FR 25162, Apr. 
29, 2013, §§ 5.63 was revised. This section con-
tains information collection and record-
keeping requirements and will not become 
effective until approval has been given by 
the Office of Management and Budget. 

§ 5.64 Special provisions for satellite 
systems. 

(a) Construction of proposed experi-
mental satellite facilities may begin 
prior to Commission grant of an au-
thorization. Such construction is en-
tirely at the applicant’s risk and does 
not entitle the applicant to any assur-
ances that its proposed experiment will 
be subsequently approved or regular 
services subsequently authorized. The 
applicant must notify the Commis-
sion’s Office of Engineering and Tech-
nology in writing that it plans to begin 
construction at its own risk. 

(b) Except where the satellite system 
has already been authorized by the 
FCC, applicants for an experimental 
authorization involving a satellite sys-
tem must submit a description of the 
design and operational strategies the 
satellite system will use to mitigate 
orbital debris, including the following 
information: 

(1) A statement that the space sta-
tion operator has assessed and limited 
the amount of debris released in a 
planned manner during normal oper-
ations, and has assessed and limited 
the probability of the space station be-
coming a source of debris by collisions 
with small debris or meteoroids that 
could cause loss of control and prevent 
post-mission disposal; 

(2) A statement that the space sta-
tion operator has assessed and limited 
the probability of accidental explosions 
during and after completion of mission 
operations. This statement must in-
clude a demonstration that debris gen-
eration will not result from the conver-
sion of energy sources on board the 
spacecraft into energy that fragments 
the spacecraft. Energy sources include 
chemical, pressure, and kinetic energy. 
This demonstration shall address 
whether stored energy will be removed 
at the spacecraft’s end of life, by de-
pleting residual fuel and leaving all 
fuel line valves open, venting any pres-
surized system, leaving all batteries in 
a permanent discharge state, and re-
moving any remaining source of stored 
energy, or through other equivalent 
procedures specifically disclosed in the 
application; 

(3) A statement that the space sta-
tion operator has assessed and limited 
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the probability of the space station be-
coming a source of debris by collisions 
with large debris or other operational 
space stations. Where a space station 
will be launched into a low-Earth orbit 
that is identical, or very similar, to an 
orbit used by other space stations, the 
statement must include an analysis of 
the potential risk of collision and a de-
scription of what measures the space 
station operator plans to take to avoid 
in-orbit collisions. If the space station 
operator is relying on coordination 
with another system, the statement 
shall indicate what steps have been 
taken to contact, and ascertain the 
likelihood of successful coordination of 
physical operations with, the other 
system. The statement must disclose 
the accuracy—if any—with which or-
bital parameters of non-geostationary 
satellite orbit space stations will be 
maintained, including apogee, perigee, 
inclination, and the right ascension of 
the ascending node(s). In the event 
that a system is not able to maintain 
orbital tolerances, i.e., it lacks a pro-
pulsion system for orbital mainte-
nance, a statement disclosing that fact 
shall be included in the debris mitiga-
tion disclosure. Such systems shall 
also indicate the anticipated evolution 
over time of the orbit of the proposed 
satellite or satellites. Where a space 
station operator requests the assign-
ment of a geostationary-Earth orbit lo-
cation, it shall assess whether there 
are any known satellites located at, or 
reasonably expected to be located at, 
the requested orbital location, or as-
signed in the vicinity of that location, 
such that the station keeping volumes 
of the respective satellites might over-
lap. If so, the statement shall identify 
those parties and describe the meas-
ures that will be taken to prevent colli-
sions; 

(4) A statement detailing the post- 
mission disposal plans for the space 
station at end of life, including the 
quantity of fuel—if any—that will be 
reserved for post-mission disposal ma-
neuvers. For geostationary-Earth orbit 
space stations, the statement shall dis-
close the altitude selected for a post- 
mission disposal orbit and the calcula-
tions that are used in deriving the dis-
posal altitude. The statement shall 
also include a casualty risk assessment 

if planned post-mission disposal in-
volves atmospheric re-entry of the 
space station. An assessment shall in-
clude a statement as to the likelihood 
that portions of the spacecraft will sur-
vive re-entry and reach the surface of 
the Earth, and the probability of 
human casualty as a result. 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 78 FR 25162, Apr. 
29, 2013, §§ 5.64 was added. This section con-
tains information collection and record-
keeping requirements and will not become 
effective until approval has been given by 
the Office of Management and Budget. 

§ 5.65 Defective applications. 

(a) Applications that are defective 
with respect to completeness of an-
swers to required questions, execution 
or other matters of a purely formal 
character may be found to be unaccept-
able for filing by the Commission, and 
may be returned to the applicant with 
a brief statement as to the omissions. 

(b) If an applicant is requested by the 
Commission to file any documents or 
information not included in the pre-
scribed application form, failure to 
comply with such request will con-
stitute a defect in the application. 

(c) Applications not in accordance 
with the Commission’s rules, regula-
tions, or other requirements will be 
considered defective unless accom-
panied either by: 

(1) A petition to amend any rule, reg-
ulation, or requirement with which the 
application is in conflict; or 

(2) A request for waiver of any rule, 
regulation, or requirement with which 
the application is in conflict. Such re-
quest shall show the nature of the 
waiver desired and set forth the rea-
sons in support thereof. 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 78 FR 25162, Apr. 
29, 2013, §§ 5.65 was revised. This section con-
tains information collection and record-
keeping requirements and will not become 
effective until approval has been given by 
the Office of Management and Budget. 

§ 5.67 Amendment or dismissal of ap-
plications. 

(a) Any application may be amended 
or dismissed without prejudice upon re-
quest of the applicant. Each amend-
ment to or request for dismissal of an 
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